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REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE  

GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS 

 

 

STATEMENT 

ABOUT CRUDE OIL TANKERS  

WAITING IN TURKISH STRAITS 

 

We have deemed it necessary to make a statement about some news containing untrue 

information published in some national and international media channels.   

 

Due to certain European Union sanctions, P&I (Protection & Indemnity) insurance covers of 

laden crude oil tankers passing through the Turkish straits may occasionally be invalid, and for 

this reason, in the case of an accident, probable damages may not be compensated under 

insurance. This situation is confirmed both by the relevant EU directive and by some certain 

senior governmental authorities in Europe.  

 

As known, our country is not under obligation to abide by and apply the sanction decisions of 

individual countries and international organizations, other than the sanction decisions taken by 

the United Nations Security Council. However, our country cannot take the risk of refusal of 

an insurance company to fulfil its compensation liability for damages suffered in a catastrophic 

accident which may occur in the case of passage of a sanctioned ship or cargo through the 

Turkish Straits. It must not be forgotten that the liability to compensate damages suffered by 

the parties involved in an incident and losses incurred for removal of shipwreck from the 

incident site is in the first step within the scope of P&I insurance cover.  International IOPC 

fund gets involved for the damages and losses in excess of amounts compensated under P&I 

insurance, and in the negotiations held between the officers of said fund and our Administration, 

we are told that in the case of occurrence of an accident, the resulting damages may not probably 

be compensated by the fund as well if the ship or cargo is subject to sanctions, and P&I 

insurance avoids compensating the same.  

 

Just like the laws applicable in many other countries, as per our national laws and regulations, 

crude oil tankers failing to submit a valid Protection and Indemnity Insurance (P&I) certificate 

are not permitted to pass through the Turkish Straits, and this rule is in vigour since 2002.  

 

Therefore, as of December 1, 2022, with the intention of protecting the territorial waters of our 

country and our ancient cities with our millions of citizens living therein, until the end of this 

distressed process, the insurance policies submitted to us by crude oil tankers wishing to pass 

through the Turkish Straits are requested to be confirmed by the insurance companies issuing 

said policies.  

 

Refusal of P&I insurance companies to give a letter of confirmation to their trade customers 

(ship owners) in respect of insurance policies issued by them in consideration of high pays and 
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premiums in reliance upon their governing laws is considered to be unacceptable in all aspects. 

The requested letter of confirmation only verifies the validity of insurance at the time of Strait 

passage of the subject ship, and we do not request submission of a letter of confirmation for a 

sanctioned ship of which insurance policy is invalid thereinfor.  

 

This letter of confirmation which is routinely requested and given on ad hoc basis is refrained 

to be given by insurance companies when it comes to our country. It is an ordinary and daily 

practice for an insurance company to check and determine whether a ship is subject to sanctions 

or not, and there are ships subjected to this investigation also among the ships presently waiting 

in our straits. Great majority of crude oil tankers waiting in the Turkish Straits are EU-owned 

ships, and again the destination places of a very great part of oil are EU seaports. 

 

For this reason, it is non-understandable by us why the letter of confirmation requested by our 

Ministry is refrained to be given by EU insurance companies offering insurance services in 

respect of crude oil carried by EU-owned tankers with reference to the rules of embargo 

imposed again by EU.  

 

At this present point and time, crude oil tankers submitting the aforesaid letter of confirmation 

is routinely passing through the Turkish Straits since December 1, and the number of ships 

waiting in the Black Sea is not as high as the number alleged in the news (a total of 15 ships 

with 11 of them destined for the European Union seaports), and the use of the high number of 

waiting ships as an excuse of pressure on our country is also unacceptable. Accordingly, as 

another measure to be taken in the coming days, if any tankers scheduled to upload crude oil in 

Black Sea ports fail to give the requested letter of confirmation, they will not be permitted to 

pass to Black Sea, but will be kept waiting in the Aegean Sea. On the other hand, the number 

of ships waiting in Marmara Sea in the course of the Black Sea grain corridor has occasionally 

exceeded even 100, whereupon this number has been reduced again to around 40 ships and our 

sea traffic has been rearranged by measures taken jointly with all relevant authorities. As 

known, our country is the most important player in implementation of the grain corridor, and 

our country will, as always, take a firm and constructive stand in ensuring that crude oil reaches 

the global markets by passing through the Turkish straits.  

 

In regard to ships which arrive at our country’s refineries, but for which a letter of confirmation 

is not given by insurance companies, all of the required actions will be taken in public interest 

and by considering the interests of our country, and a different practice will be initiated in 

connection with such ships in a short time. Furthermore, after that rule is put into force, it is 

also planned to take actions for expulsion from our territorial waters of crude oil tankers waiting 

in Marmara Sea for passage through Çanakkale Strait and failing to submit a letter of 

confirmation, for the sake of avoidance of risks caused by them. On the other side, submission 

of a new P&I insurance policy covering their navigation time in the Turkish Straits by owners 

of crude oil tankers is also among the alternatives.  

Our Administration, jointly with other relevant Authorities, is continuing its negations with 

both other countries and insurance companies and ship owners, and our country, showing great 
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efforts for the sake of continuity of maritime trade, is also open to all and any solutions that 

may be proposed by flag states of relevant ships. 

 

Respectfully announced to the public, 

 

 

  






