REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS

STATEMENT
ABOUT CRUDE OIL TANKERS
WAITING IN TURKISH STRAITS

We have deemed it necessary to make a statement about some news containing untrue
information published in some national and international media channels.

Due to certain European Union sanctions, P&I (Protection & Indemnity) insurance covers of
laden crude oil tankers passing through the Turkish straits may occasionally be invalid, and for
this reason, in the case of an accident, probable damages may not be compensated under
insurance. This situation is confirmed both by the relevant EU directive and by some certain
senior governmental authorities in Europe.

As known, our country is not under obligation to abide by and apply the sanction decisions of
individual countries and international organizations, other than the sanction decisions taken by
the United Nations Security Council. However, our country cannot take the risk of refusal of
an insurance company to fulfil its compensation liability for damages suffered in a catastrophic
accident which may occur in the case of passage of a sanctioned ship or cargo through the
Turkish Straits. It must not be forgotten that the liability to compensate damages suffered by
the parties involved in an incident and losses incurred for removal of shipwreck from the
incident site is in the first step within the scope of P&I insurance cover. International IOPC
fund gets involved for the damages and losses in excess of amounts compensated under P&l
insurance, and in the negotiations held between the officers of said fund and our Administration,
we are told that in the case of occurrence of an accident, the resulting damages may not probably
be compensated by the fund as well if the ship or cargo is subject to sanctions, and P&I
insurance avoids compensating the same.

Just like the laws applicable in many other countries, as per our national laws and regulations,
crude oil tankers failing to submit a valid Protection and Indemnity Insurance (P&lI) certificate
are not permitted to pass through the Turkish Straits, and this rule is in vigour since 2002.

Therefore, as of December 1, 2022, with the intention of protecting the territorial waters of our
country and our ancient cities with our millions of citizens living therein, until the end of this
distressed process, the insurance policies submitted to us by crude oil tankers wishing to pass
through the Turkish Straits are requested to be confirmed by the insurance companies issuing
said policies.

Refusal of P&I insurance companies to give a letter of confirmation to their trade customers
(ship owners) in respect of insurance policies issued by them in consideration of high pays and



premiums in reliance upon their governing laws is considered to be unacceptable in all aspects.
The requested letter of confirmation only verifies the validity of insurance at the time of Strait
passage of the subject ship, and we do not request submission of a letter of confirmation for a
sanctioned ship of which insurance policy is invalid thereinfor.

This letter of confirmation which is routinely requested and given on ad hoc basis is refrained
to be given by insurance companies when it comes to our country. It is an ordinary and daily
practice for an insurance company to check and determine whether a ship is subject to sanctions
or not, and there are ships subjected to this investigation also among the ships presently waiting
in our straits. Great majority of crude oil tankers waiting in the Turkish Straits are EU-owned
ships, and again the destination places of a very great part of oil are EU seaports.

For this reason, it is non-understandable by us why the letter of confirmation requested by our
Ministry is refrained to be given by EU insurance companies offering insurance services in
respect of crude oil carried by EU-owned tankers with reference to the rules of embargo
imposed again by EU.

At this present point and time, crude oil tankers submitting the aforesaid letter of confirmation
is routinely passing through the Turkish Straits since December 1, and the number of ships
waiting in the Black Sea is not as high as the number alleged in the news (a total of 15 ships
with 11 of them destined for the European Union seaports), and the use of the high number of
waiting ships as an excuse of pressure on our country is also unacceptable. Accordingly, as
another measure to be taken in the coming days, if any tankers scheduled to upload crude oil in
Black Sea ports fail to give the requested letter of confirmation, they will not be permitted to
pass to Black Sea, but will be kept waiting in the Aegean Sea. On the other hand, the number
of ships waiting in Marmara Sea in the course of the Black Sea grain corridor has occasionally
exceeded even 100, whereupon this number has been reduced again to around 40 ships and our
sea traffic has been rearranged by measures taken jointly with all relevant authorities. As
known, our country is the most important player in implementation of the grain corridor, and
our country will, as always, take a firm and constructive stand in ensuring that crude oil reaches
the global markets by passing through the Turkish straits.

In regard to ships which arrive at our country’s refineries, but for which a letter of confirmation
is not given by insurance companies, all of the required actions will be taken in public interest
and by considering the interests of our country, and a different practice will be initiated in
connection with such ships in a short time. Furthermore, after that rule is put into force, it is
also planned to take actions for expulsion from our territorial waters of crude oil tankers waiting
in Marmara Sea for passage through Canakkale Strait and failing to submit a letter of
confirmation, for the sake of avoidance of risks caused by them. On the other side, submission
of a new P&I insurance policy covering their navigation time in the Turkish Straits by owners
of crude oil tankers is also among the alternatives.

Our Administration, jointly with other relevant Authorities, is continuing its negations with
both other countries and insurance companies and ship owners, and our country, showing great



efforts for the sake of continuity of maritime trade, is also open to all and any solutions that
may be proposed by flag states of relevant ships.

Respectfully announced to the public,
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TURK BOGAZLARINDA BEKLEYEN HAM PETROL YUKLU
GEMILER HAKKINDA AGIKLAMA

Bir takim ulusal ve uluslararast medya kuruluslannda yer alan dogru odlmayan bilgiler iceren haberler
ile ilgili agiklama yapilmasi geregi duyulmusgtur.

Avrupa Biridi vaptinmlan nedeniyle Tork Bogdazlanndan ham petrol vkl olarak gecen gemilerin P&I
(Koruma ve Tazmin) sigorttalannin gecersiz olmasi ve bir kaza durumunda sigortamin tazmin
edilememesl sz konusu olmaktadir, Bu durum gerek llgili AB direktifince gerekse Avrupa‘da Ost
diizey deviet kurumlan tarafindan teyit edilmistir,

Bilindigi Ozere Ulkemiz Biresmis Miletler Givenlik Konseyi tarafindan alinan yaptinm kararlan
disinda, diger (ke ve uluslararas) kKuruluglann yaptinm kararlanm uygulamakla mikellef degildir,
Bununla bidikte, yaptinma tabi bir geminin veya bir yikin Tork Bodazlanindan gegis yapmas: halinde
meydana gelebilecek we felaket boyutuna wvarabilecek bir kazada sigorta sirkelinin  tazmin
sorumlulujunu karsilamamas: riskini almamiz 58z konusu degildir. Unutulmamahdir ki, herhangi bir
olayda zarar goren taraflann ve geminin bulundugu yerden kaldinlmas ile ilgili tazmin sorumiluludu ilk
asamada P&l sigortas kapsamindadir. P&| sigortasimin tazmin tutardanni agan durumlarda devreye
uluslararasi IOPC fon gimekte olup, bu kurulusun yetkiller e ldaremiz arasinda gergeklesen
gérismede herhangl bir kazada geminln veyva yikin yaptinma tabl almasi ve P& kurulusy tarafindan
tazminden imtina adilmesi halinde, zarann fon tarafindan da karslanmamasi olasihginin oldugunu
ifade adilmistir,

Birgok ulkedekl mevzuata benzer clarak ulusal mevzuatimiz geregi, gegerli bir koruma ve Tazmin
Sigortasi (P&I) sunamayan ham pefrol tankerderinin Tirk Bogazlanindan gegmesi 5oz konusu degildir
ve bu kural 2002 yilindan beri uygulanmaktadir,

1 Aralik 2022 tarihi itiban ile, Olkemiz karasulanm ve milyonlarca insanimiz yasadidi kadim
sehirernmizi korumak amaciyla, bu sikinti slreg geginceye kadar oclmak Uzere, ham petrol tagiyan ve
Tirk begazlanindan gecmek isteyen tankerlerin tarafimiza sunduklan sigorta poligelerining bu
policeler dizenleyen sigorta firmalannca teyit edilmesi uygulamas) basglatilmistir,

P&l sigorta girketlerinin mevzuatlann dne slrerek clddi Oeretler karsihgr dizenledikler sigorta
poligeler kapsaminda ticard misterilerne (gemi sahiplering) teyit mekiubu vermemelerinin kabul
adilemeyecek bir durum oldugu degerendirimektedir. Talep aedilen teyil mekiubu, sadece s6z konusu
geminin bogaz gegiginde sigortasinin gegerli olduguna dair olup vaphinimlara tabi sigorta poligesi
gecersiz olacak herhangi bir gemi igin teyit mektubu sunulmasi gibi bir talebimiz bulunmamaktadir.

Sigorta firmalan, rutin olarak olay bazinda talep edilen ve verilen bu teyit mektubunu Olkemiz soz
konusu oldugunda vermekien imtina etmektedirler. Sigorta girketinin bir geminin ambargoya tabi olup
olmadidin belifemesi siradan bir uygulamadir ve su anda bekleyen gemiler icin de bu arastirmay
yvaphigi gemiler mevcuttur, Bogazda bekleyen ham pefrol tasiyan gemilerin ¢ok blylk coguniugu
AB've ait gemiler olup, yine petrolin ¢ok blylk bir BaI0md AB limanlanna gitmektedir,
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AB'nin koymus oldugu ambargo kurallanna iliskin yine AB've ail gemilerle tasinan ham petrale yonelik,
sigorta hizmetl veran AB sigorta firmalan tarahindan Bakanhgimizin talep ettigln teyit mekiubu
vermemesinin sebebi anlagilamamakiadir

Gelinen noktada, halihazirda teyit mekiubu veren ham petrol tagiyan gemiler Turk Bogazlanndan rutin
olarak 1 Aralik'tan beri gegmekte clup, Karadeniz'de bekleyen gemi sayvisi da haberlerde beliilen
sayida olmadidi gibi {117 Avrupa Birligi limanlan vangh 15 gemi) gemi sayvisimin fazlalid) da dlkemize
bir baski araci clarak kullanilmas: da kabul edilebilir degildir. Karadeniz'e cilkarak ham petrol
yikleyvecek gemilerin teyit mekiubu vermemesi durumunda Karadeniz'e cikarnlmayarak Ege'de
bekletimesi de dnimizde ki slrecte alinacak dnlemlerden bir olacaktir, Ote yvandan tahil koridaru
kapsaminda Marmara Denizinde bekleyen gemi sayilanmn 1000 gegtigi donemler olmus, ilgili thm
kurumlarla birlikte alinan tedbider ile bu say) 40 gemi civanna disdrilersk deniz trafigimiz
dizanlenmigtir. Bilindigi Ozere Olkemiz, tahil koridorunun hayata gegirimesindaki an dnemli aktarddr
ve Turk Bogazlanndan ham petrolin gegerek dinya pivasalarina ulagmas! igin de bundan dnce
oldugu gibi bundan sonrada yapic! tutumuna devam edecektir.

Ulkemiz rafinerilerine gelen ancak sigorta firmalaninca teyit mektubu verlmeyen gemilede ilgili kamu
yarar ve llke menfaatimiz dikkate alinarak gerekli caligmalar yapilmakta olup, yakin zamanda bu
gemilere ilgili farkh uygulama hayata gecirilecektir. Aynica, kural ylrdrilge girdiginde Canakkale
Bogazindan gecmek Gzere Marmara Denizinde bulunan ham petral vOkid teyit mektubu sunamayan
gemilerin, herhangi bir sk olugturmamasi igin karasularimizdan gikanimas) igin de bir planlama
yapilmaktadir. Ote yandan ham petrol yikll gemi sahiplernin Tirk Bogazlanndaki, seyir strelerini
kapsayacak yveni bir P&| policesi sunmasi da secenekler arasindadir.

idaremiz ile birlikte ilgili Kurumlarimiz gerek ilkeler nezdinde gerekse sigorta firmalari ve armatirler
nezdinde gerekli gorigmeler sirdirmekte olup deniz ticaretinin devamin saglamak igin blyuk gayret
sarf eden Ulkemiz, gemilerin bayrak devletlerinin de sunacag! her tarld ¢cozlim onerisine agikbr.

Kamuoyuna saygiyla arz ederiz.



